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May Highlights
Theme:  Canoeing/Hiking by the Bobcats

May 2 Eagle COH for Evan Fairbrother & Reed Qually

May 4 Troop/parents meeting

May 6 Mustang district roundtable

May 11 Troop meeting

May 18 Scoutmaster Poltaôs retirement celebration

May 21-23 Troop campout at Sterns Camp

May 25 PLC/JLT/Committee meeting/ASM meeting

Terrence Tan & Paul Rairamo  

Eagle Court of Honor
ïDixie Rairamo

You are cordially invited to the

Boy Scouts of America

Eagle Court of Honor

for

Terrence Tan

&

Paul Rairamo

Saturday, June 5, 2010

10:30AM

Worship Space

Prairie Lutheran Church

11000 Blossom Road

Eden Prairie, MN  55427

Please join us for a reception immediately 

following the ceremony.

Eagle News

A Special Issue Dedicated to Scoutmaster Polta



Scoutmasterôs Corner

Scoutmasterôs Corner

To the Scouts and families of Troop 695 ï

(Parents and guardians, please share this with your Scout)

Thank you for the outstanding retirement party last night.  It 

is a privilege to be allowed into so many people's lives.  If the 

moral message of Scouting ïliving by the Oath and Lawïhas 

gotten through to even one of you (and I do know it has gotten 

through to considerably more than one of you), then it has been 

worth it, all these donated Tuesday nights and weekends and 

summer vacations; sleeping on rocks and tree roots; the painful 

climb down Mount Phillips; and all those leathery, burnt 

pancakes.  Sincerely ïwhat a privilege!

I tried out my new harmonica's "legs" for a few minutes this 

morning while I was alone.  The tone is beautiful, and the 

instrument itself is a real work of art.  It's a limited edition with 

special reed plates and casing.  I've never owned anything quite 

like it ïthank you!  I will enjoy playing it.

Special thanks go to MCs Ben and Derrick Poirier, as well as 

to whoever arranged the card, the refreshments, all the well-

dressed guests, and whoever's big idea this party was in the first 

place é well, you know who you are, so thank you very much.

And it was not lost on me that almost everyone was properly 

uniformed last night.  Thank you for dressing the part in my 

honor.  Now ïmore of that!  Every campout, every meeting!  

Keep looking and acting like Boy Scouts and Scout leaders.  

There are so many other people who need people like you to be a 

visible force for good in your community.

I'm proud to be your Scoutmaster.

Yours very truly,

Joe Polta

Scoutmaster, Troop 695 ïJune 1, 2004 - June 1, 2010

From Editorôs Desk

On May 18, 2010, during our 

Troop meeting time, a celebration 

was held in honor of our Troopôs 

Scoutmaster of six years, Mr. Polta.  

Uniformed Scouts lined up to give 

him a firm Scout handshake, and 

thanked him for all he had done for 

them.  A slideshow reminded 

everyone the incredible amount of 

the time he spent with, and worked 

for, the Scouts.  And of course, there 

was cake and pop. ïWhat a party!  

The message on the right was a 

thank-you note he wrote to the Troop 

the next day, used here as his last 

contribution (as the Scoutmaster) to 

THE RECONNAISSANCE, the 

newsletter for which he wrote 

thoughtful messages every month for 

six years.

As indicated on the front page, 

this is a special issue of THE 

RECONNAISSANCEdedicated to 

Scoutmaster Polta.  On the following 

ten pages, you will find articles from 

the Scouts and adults about their 

experience with the Scoutmaster, as 

well as pictures of, or with, him.  To 

all whose contributions made this 

tribute possible and truly meaningful, 

thank you very much!

This is also the last newsletter of 

this school year.  The next issue will 

not reach you until September.  Have 

a wonderful summer!

Editor

Tong Stone



The Scoutmaster

The Leadership of Scoutmaster Polta
ïJake Brown

The camp is burning!  Scouts across patrols have tipped over their sheepherder stoves.  Within 

seconds, the Troop 695 campsite is in flames!  Where are the parents, where are the Assistant 

Scoutmasters, and where is Mr. Polta?!?!?!  He is cooking bread, with flames and burning trees as the 

scenic backdrop for his rendition of Iron Chef Many Point.  Why doesnôt Mr. Polta or any of the Assistant 

Scoutmasterôs help to put out the fire?  Because, as we all know, ñThis is the Boy Scouts, not the Dad 

Scouts.ò  If this hypothetical situation had actually occurred, I am sure that the scouts would have figured 

out how to put out the fire with their prepared sand buckets.  Twenty percent of all scouts involved would 

be inspired to be fire-fighters.  Had the dads stepped in, no future fire-fighters would have been made.

Mr. Polta will be remembered as a legend in Troop 695 for years to come.  His stern but calming 

voice always reminded Scouts and dads that Scouts need to do the work that inherently is a part of Boy 

Scouts.  Thanks to Mr. Polta, Troop 695 has begun developing the future leaders of our community, state, 

country, and world.  He brought to Troop 695 what others may have forgotten, that leadership varies 

based on position.  Many times we are taught formulas to lead others, such as EDGE, but Mr. Polta 

showed why it is important to vary leadership depending on the circumstance.  As Scoutmaster, 

sometimes he had to hold himself back from explaining or demonstrating, but sometimes he had to jump 

in and fix silly Scout problems.  The way that Mr. Polta led our Troop made Boy Scouts more like the real 

world than ever before.  We as Scouts were forced to live with and learn from the consequences of our 

decisions, and we benefitted because of it.  So thank you, Mr. Polta, for being our Scoutmaster and 

leaving a legacy.

ïFrom Nancy Halpin



The Scoutmaster

Where is Scoutmaster Polta?

ïFrom Reece Hoerle & Nancy Halpin


