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December Activities
Theme: Art

Responsible Patrol: Bald Eagles
Activities
Dec 5: Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30p), Rank Advancements Due

Dec 12: Troop Court of Honor (6:30p) - All Scouts are expected to be in full Class A 
uniform.  A sign-up sheet will be available during meetings requesting adults to bring 
beverages, appetizers and desserts.

Dec 17: Last day of Tree Lot

Dec 19: Troop Meeting (6:30p)

Dec 26: Tree Lot Clean-up (tentative – watch the website)

Troop Camp-Out:   No Camp-Out in December

Work on your 
Art Merit Badge 

this month!

Volunteer Opportunities

Hopkins Care Center
As a Troop we have committed to assisting with Sunday 
Bingo at the Hopkins Care Center on the following 
Sundays – December 3, December 17th and December 
31st. We are really in need of volunteers as we have not 
had a good turnout the first two times. If you are 
interested in assisting please contact Paul Rosol.

We meet at the Hopkins Care Center at 1:30 and are done 
between 3:15 and 3:30 p.m. Service time plus a 15 
minute commute time will be given to each Scout. We are 
also in need of adults. Parents, as long as you need to 
drive your Scout to the Care Center, why not stay and 
help?

Fundraising Opportunities

Tree Lot – by Mark Jennen

The tree lot is open for business and 
sales are going well.  The sign up 
schedule is currently full, but if you are interested in 
working more shifts, check the schedule on line, as 
cancellations do occur.  If you are scheduled to work 
and you need to cancel, let me know at least one 
week in advance, and I will take your name off the 
schedule on the web site.  If it is less than one week 
notice, please find your own replacement.

Watch the web site and e mail for the tree lot clean 
up date.

**********************************************

Wreath Sales– by Barbara Hanson

The 2006 wreath sale was a great success.  32 scouts 
sold almost $14,000 worth of products earning over 
$3,200 for their scout accounts and over $2,100 for 
the troop.  Congratulations to top salesmen Eric H. 
($1,311.50), Reed Q. ($1,176.00) and Andrew S. 
($1,080).  Thank you and congratulations to all 
scouts who participated.

High Adventure News

We are now full for the summer High Adventure trip 
to the Boundary Waters. Any scouts still interested 
in attending should contact Bill Brown and will be 
put on a waiting list.  – by Bill Brown

Campsites– by Michael Wiig

Camping reservations - Three Rivers Parks system 
opens reservations the first week of Jan. 2007.  So if 
you want a specific campsite let me know.  This will 
hold true for the Sept. campout when we go to 
Cleary Lake.



THUNDER – Kyle D.
Hi Thunder patrol.... this is Kyle D., with the Thunder 
patrol update.

Some of us met on Saturday the 18th to help set up the 
tree lot.

We all worked together to get the job done.  Some of us 
worked on setting up the trees and stands, while some of 
us worked on the signs. We finished at about 1pm.

If you want to sign up for the tree lot, check with Mark 
Jennen.

There are lots of service project opportunities coming up 
in December - check the troop calendar for more info.

There are no campout activities in December.  Our next 
campout will be in January.  That will be the Northwinds 
Adventure, on Jan 5th.

I hope you all enjoy the holiday season!

**********************************************

The Husky patrol is busy getting prepared 
for Seabase '07!

Patrol News
COBRAS – Josh B.
This is Josh B. from the Cobra patrol.  I attended the 
music campout it was fun. All we really did was play 
capture the flag and sit around the fire in the frigid 
weather.  I also attended a Veterans Day memorial event 
and held up the American flag for half an hour it was cold 
but worth it.  The month has gone well.

**********************************************

HUSKIES – Matt B.

Hi this is Matt B. Just saying that annual planning went 
great, I can’t wait for the Mt. Kilimanjaro trip. If you 
were there you know what I’m talking about but if not ask 
someone who was there.  Anyways I think the whole 
month of November was excellent.

**********************************************

WOLVERUNNERS – KC H.

K.C., Patrol leader for the Wolverunner's, here to talk 
about how November went.  The campout was a complete 
success.  I wasn't there for all of it because I had to work, 
but when I was there it seemed like everything was right 
on track. It looks like everyone who went on the campout 
is going to get the merit badge! YAY!

I'm writing this on the 19th of November so I don't know 
how many people are actually going to get the Music 
merit badge, but I'm hoping every one does!  I also hope 
everyone had a great Thanksgiving! 



Leadership Reports

Chaplain’s Aide – Cody M.
As I was signing up to work at the tree lot, I 
reflected on how we should be courteous, kind, 
helpful and friendly to our tree lot customers. We 
should be courteous to our customers so that they 
will want to come back next year. Be kind to our 
customers and show them our great scouting 
attitudes. Helpful and assist them in locating the 
perfect tree and last of all, friendly as we thank them 
for stopping to check out our tree lot.

A cheerful heart is good medicine – Proverbs 17:22

******************************************
Den Chiefs:

Brandon S: This month my den participated in a 
Raingutter Regatta.  They also made puppets for a 
puppet show that they are going to
put on sometime soon at a pack 
meeting for the pack.  They are 
also practicing their sign language 
for our upcoming Court of Honor 
on December 12th.

Panthers’ Troop Guide – Dan P.
Things have been kind of slow and 
there hasn't been a lot to talk about.  
If you guys (the panthers) need me for 
advancement I will be available for the 
most part of winter break, so just call me 
at (952)-974-0264.  I would also like to possibly set 
aside some time during the next campout for 
advancement.  If you guys ever want to talk to me or 
work on your requirements, just call me.  Also, it 
would very much help everyone if more of you 
came to campouts more often. 

**********************************************

Knots Instructor – Eric W.
We worked a little on lashings related knots.  Let me 
know if you need help with knots, especially first 
years.  I'm available most meetings.

SPL Scratch– by John L. II

November was a very good month for our troop. We 
got a lot done. My patrol the Wolverunners 
planned November with the theme of music and the 
outcome has been great. Our camp-out was very fun 
and we got to do something a lot of others haven’t 
done. We had a concert starring Todd Hayen and his 
friends. At the camp-out we also made 
a musical instrument and it was fun making it. 
Seemed like everyone had a good time. Also this 
month the tree lot opened up and is looking very 
good. Tree lot training was put on by the Huskies 
patrol and it was very good. January is going to be a 
fun month with winter camping.
I am wishing everyone a happy 
holiday.

Scoutmaster’s Corner– by Joe Polta

Many of you have heard me say what I think your 
priorities should be:  family and church first; school 
second; and Scouts and everything else third.

At this time of the year, I hope you're mindful of that 
top priority.  No doubt you'll be having special times 
with family, and perhaps special times in a house of 
worship.  I wish you the very best of the season, and 
good times and memories with family.

I'm proud to be your Scoutmaster.



News & Features

www.troop695.org
Lost your Campout Permission Slip?  Need directions to 
camp?  Want to email the Scout who’s promoting his 
Eagle project this weekend?  Need to call a Merit Badge 
Counselor?  You can find all of this information on your 
friendly neighborhood website at www.troop695.org.  If 
you need the web password to access documents 
containing email addresses, telephone numbers, and other 
personal information, your Patrol Coach can get that for 
you.  And, if you still can’t find it or open it, or if the link 
is broken, click the “Contact Us” link and let us know.  
We’ll direct you to the right link or make sure that the 
missing information gets posted to the right page.
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Troop Leaders
Eagle Scout Scholarship Program

The Eagle Scout Scholarship program was 
instituted in 1990 to recognize that the rank 
of Eagle Scout is perhaps the most tangible 
measurement of the BSA's success.  By the 
time a Scout attains the rank of Eagle, he has 
fulfilled more than 800 different requirements, 
and related to approximately 200 adult role 
models -- that's quite an achievement.

Seniors, I invite you to submit your application for the 
Northern Star Eagle Scout Scholarship.  This year the 
Northern Star scholarship committee plans to distribute 
over $30,000 to qualified young men. 
Eligibility for these scholarships center around four 
criteria:

1.  Achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.

2.  Demonstrated academic and leadership potential.

3.  Demonstrated financial need.

4.  Will graduate from high school in 2007 with 
enrollment in a post-secondary institution in the fall of 
2007, or meets the exception requirement outlined in the 
application.

The deadline for applications is Wednesday, January 31, 
2007.  The application must arrive by 5:00 PM at the 
Scout Service Center.  If you are not yet a senior in high 
school, please apply in the fall of your senior year.  
Please see Mr. Polta for an application.



News & Features
Training Opportunities – by Michael Wiig

The earliest New Leader Essentials training is on March 
20.  March 24 is Boy Scout Leader Essentials training.  
March 30-April 1 is the Outdoor Leader component.  
Please sign up we need more trained leaders.  

The next Wood Badge training starts in February.

I would personally like to attend the Ripley Rendezvous, 
June 1-3, 2007.  I am looking for those who might be 
interested.  You don't even have to cook!  All meals are 
provided.  The early registration fee is $33.00/before 
March 2, 2007.  It's $38.00 after this date. Thousands of 
Scouts from all over the Upper Midwest.

**********************************************
Training Records – by Michael Wiig

The Council is looking through all records to see what 
training all the troops have completed.  Please send me 
the dates and the levels of training you have completed.  
The specific trainings include:

1. Youth Protection
2. New Leader Essentials
3. Scoutmaster/Assistant Specific Training 
4. Introduction to Outdoor Skills

Again the council is looking for the approximate/specific 
date of completion.  If you know the year and the month 
fantastic.  We have a list of those who the council thinks 
had some training, but their list is incomplete.

Healthy Snacks for Scout Events
by Anne Kohlmeyer, MPH - Julian's mother - Bald Eagles
Nutritionist, Minnesota Dept. of Health
WOLF - Work Out Low Fat Coordinator

I recently suggested at the November Parent meeting, that 
scouts and their families make an effort to bring healthy foods 
and beverages for Troop Events, such as the upcoming 
December Court of Honor, and also to camp outs; especially 
the Friday night Crackerbarrel -snack time. It seems that we 
would all like to feel good, have lots of energy, look good, be 
healthy now and in the long run.

It seems that many of the foods at Court of Honors have been 
high fat, high sugar, and high sodium and beverages have been 
regular soda pop for the most part.

Most of you are probably aware of the current epidemic in the 
United States of obesity and type 2 diabetes. Both of these 
conditions are strongly related to heart disease and 
stroke. There has been a tremendous increase in the percentage 
of children and youth who are now overweight or obese over 
the last ten years (there is also a dramatic increase in the 
number of overweight and obese adults in the U.S.).

There is more research which has recently come out about 
youth regarding the relationship between eating healthy and 
positive impact on school performance. Of course, for some 
time there has been research connecting food intake to overall 
health and well being.

Please look in your ships for handouts for healthy snack 
suggestions - healthy food can taste and look great, be 
inexpensive, and be easy to find or prepare. Please let me know 
if you have ideas for activities or would like more information 
about healthy eating for scouts and their families.Perhaps we 
could add a health reference section to our troop website. For 
more helpful information, here are a few suggested web sites:

http://www.canfit.org/nutrition_snackplan.html- ideas for 3 
weeks of healthy snacks, from California Adolescent Nutrition 
and Fitness Program

http://www.bam.gov/Body and Mind - a fun, interactive site 
for youth from Centers for Disease Control; topics include 
nutrition, fitness, health.

http://www.kidshealth.org/an interactive website addressing 
kids' health

http://www.mypyramid.gov/kids/kids_game.html- Blast 
Off! My Pyramid Kids Food Pyramid Game. An interactive 
computer game where kids can reach Planet Power by fueling 
their rocket with food and physical activity. 

http://www.5aday.gov/benefits/index.html- benefits of eating 
fruits and vegetables

http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/nutrition/facts.htm- Centers 
for Disease Control Nutrition and the Health of Young People

Scouts in the News

Todd H. (Wolverunner) 
recently performed in the 
Eden Prairie High School 
production of Leonard 
Bernstein's acclaimed 
"West Side Story."



Calendar of Events

Calendar and Bulletin Board Information
[clip and save this handy reference page]

Tree Lot Clean-up (6:00pm) –tentative – watch the websiteDec 26

Service Project: Hopkins Care Center – Bingo (1:30-3:30p)Dec 3

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Dec 19

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Jan 23

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)Jan 4

Service Project: Hopkins Care Center – Bingo (1:30-3:30p)Dec 31

Reconnaissancearticles dueDec 23

Last Day of Tree Lot; Service Project: Hopkins Care Center – Bingo (1:30-3:30p)Dec 17

Troop Court of Honor (6:30pm)Dec 12

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)Dec 7

Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm), Can Recycling. Rank Advancements DueDec 5

Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm), Can RecyclingJan 2

Troop Camp-Out – Northwinds Adventure & ExperienceJan 5-7

No Troop Meeting; PLC Meeting (6:00pm), Committee Meeting (6:30pm), 
Viking Leader Training (6:30pm), ASM Meeting (7pm)

Jan 9

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Jan 16

Reconnaissancearticles dueJan 21

Mustang District DinnerJan 25

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Jan 30

Bulletin Board

The Reconnaissanceis a monthly publication of 
Boy Scout Troop 695 which is chartered 
through:

Prairie Lutheran Church
11000 Blossom Road

Eden Prairie, MN  55344

Scoutmaster: Joe Polta 952-974-0264

Committee Chair: Jessica Poirier 952-934-8567

ReconnaissanceEditor:
Kelly Schwab (952) 949-0705

Email: kelly.schwab@comcast.net

Troop Web Page: www.troop695.com

Advancement Contacts
• Merit Badge Counselor 

Coordinator – Karen Vanic

• Boards of Review or 
Advancement – Mike Toay

• Eagle Boards of Review –
Bill Brown

Contact information can be found 
in your Roster.

The Merit Badge Sign-Up book 
can be found by the “Ships” at 
each meeting.

Reconnaissance Articles
Articles for the next issue of this 
newsletter are due to Kelly 
Schwab no later than Sunday, 
December 24!  Please e-mail 
your articles to her at 
kelly.schwab@comcast.net. 

Reconnaissanceon the Web

The latest issue of the 
Reconnaissance is always 
available online on our Troop 
695 website.  Visit 
www.troop695.organd click on 
the “Newsletter” link in the left 
side column.


