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September Activities
Theme: Shooting

Responsible Patrol: Huskies

Activities
Sept 5: Troop and Parents’ Meetings
Sept 12: Troop Meeting and Patrol Elections
Sept 19: No Troop Meeting; PLC, Committee and ASM Meetings; 

Viking Leader Training
Sept 26: Troop Court of Honor

Troop Camp-Out
Sept 15-17:  Look for more information in your ship

Troop Court of Honor
A Troop Court of Honor is scheduled for Tuesday, September 26 at 6:30pm.  All 
Scouts are expected to be in full Class A uniform.  A sign-up sheet will be available 
during meetings requesting adults to bring beverages, appetizers and desserts.

Work on your 
Shooting Merit 

Badge this 
month!

Merit Badge and Rank 
Advancement Deadlines
To be included in the September 
26 Court of Honor, all completed 
Merit Badge cards must be turned 
in by September 12thand Rank 
Advancements turned in by 
September 19th.

Eagle Projects/Volunteer Opportunities

Andrew Shawd is conducting his Eagle Scout 
Service Project on Saturday, September 23,and he 
needs your help! The project will consist of 
constructing a fire pit, landscaping and a seating area 
at Saint Hubert's Catholic Church rectory in 
Chanhassen.

This project is a great opportunity for younger scouts 
to earn service hours for advancement. If you are 
interested, you can sign up at the next troop meeting. 
Or for more information, please call Andrew Shawd
at 952-975-2937.

We hope to see you there!

Fundraising Opportunities

Wreath Sales Coming – by Barbara Hanson
Once again this year, we will be selling wreaths, door sprays, 
garlands, holiday centerpieces and living trees.  This is a great 
opportunity to earn money for your scout account (60% of 
profits) for campouts and high adventure trips.  It will also help 
out your troop (40% of profits).  This is an optional fundraiser.  
Packets will be available at the troop meeting September 26th 
with general sales beginning September 30.  If you have any 
questions, please call Barbara Hanson at 937-5905.

Flying Cloud Snack Shack – by Ryan Halpin
During the Spring and Fall our troop runs a "Snack Shack" out 
at Flying Cloud soccer and baseball fields. This is a great way 
to earn money to pay for camping trips and other 
adventures. Scouts and parents work together running the 
shack and at the end of the year, our total profit is calculated
and each scout and parent who works earns money for their 
scout's account.

The summer "shed" season is over and we are looking forward 
to fall.  We have made good progress on our sales through this 
past season and are hoping for a great fall.  Signups are going 
on now so make sure to send emails to 
flyingcloud@troop695.com.  For those who worked during the 
past season, we hope to have your account up to date soon.

Upcoming Events

We’re planning a high adventure trip to the Boundary 
Waters for next August.  We have space for two 8 person 
crews.  One crew 8/4 to 8/12  and the other  8/11 to 8/19.  
Please sign up as soon as possible – we need scout down 
payments by Oct 1.  See Bill Brown for more details.



Many Point 2006! – by Paula Boudreaux
Another year of summer camp is behind us, and many memories have been 

made.  I’m sure the most lasting memory will be the bus catching on fire. Special 
thanks to Diane Grunewald for her fire fighting skills.  At this time I would like to 
commend all of the scouts on their behavior during this experience.  They were 
calm, well behaved and respectful during our 2 hour stay at the Blueberry Pines 
Golf Course awaiting the replacement bus.  

Again, troop 695 accomplished many merit badges this summer with a grand 
total of 107.  The scouts had a jam-packed week of merit badge classes, troop 
swims, greased watermelon, water polo, climbing tower, super troop, rifle range, 
fire tower & history center, sailing & canoeing, and ethics.  Not to mention the 
Iron Man, which the Brown family came in first again this year, and the Polar Bear 
at 6:15 in the morning.  The older scouts also filled up some of their week with 
overnight trips to the Tree House and Huck Finn Raft.  They also experienced the 
C.O.P.E high ropes course, the sailing/sail boarding, and kayaking programs.  

At this time I would like to thank Ian Vanic for a job well done as the acting 
SPL this year at camp.  He showed great leadership skills and made my job so 
much easier!  I also want to thank all the older scouts who assisted the younger 
scouts with set up and take down.  This ran very smoothly considering our late 
arrival to camp on Sunday.  Lastly, I would like to thank all the adults that 
attended and helped guide the scouts through the week.  At times this is not an 
easy task, especially watching them struggle through meal preparation and clean 
up.  The scouts struggled at first, but by mid-week they pretty much had it figured 
out.  Also, a special thanks to Diane Grunewald for her perseverance in collecting 
all the medicals.   My congratulations go out to the Panther Patrol for winning the 
Silver Spoon Award.  They received this award because they preserved and 
learned to work together as a team.  It was great to watch the transition from the 
beginning to the end of this process.  The cleanest campsite was awarded to the 
Thunder Patrol this year.  If we had an award for the most raccoons in a campsite 
this would have gone to the Cobra Patrol hands down.

The scouts did come home from camp with some incomplete merit badges 
this year.  I did send out an email after camp which specifically stated which merit 
badge requirements needed to be completed.  I will be handing out the blue cards 
at the first meeting in September.  If you will not be in attendance please check 
your scout’s ship at the next meeting.  Please keep these blue cards in a safe place.  
Due to the fact that the merit badges were done at camp it is hard to recreate a blue 
card if it is lost.  Once the requirements are completed please call the Troop Merit 
Badge Counselor for that specific merit badge and set up a time to meet with 
him/her.  You can find the list of counselors on the troop website, and the 
password is 4baden.  You will need to bring the blue card with you to the meeting 
because the counselor will have to sign off on the requirements. After the card is 
signed by the counselor it needs to go to Mr. Poltafor his signature and then lastly 
to Nancy Madsen so she can record the info into Troop Master and get all the 
badges for the COH the last Tuesday in September.  Most of these incomplete blue 
cards can be completed before the COH (must have blue cards turned in to Nancy 
Madsen 2 weeks prior to the COH), with a little prodding from the parents.   

At the COH I will be awarding the scouts and adults with the Many Point 
segments.  Please go to the Troop Website for a diagram to show you where to 
sew the segments on the uniform.  Look for a heading labeled “Segment 
Placement”. Please follow the diagram, because it is a hassle to have to re-do 
this.  Before I end this lengthy recap of Many Point I would like to thank Jake 
Brown, Evan Fairbrother, and Terrence Tan for some terrific campfires and Mr. 
Polta for some terrific cobblers and not to mention the bread he made!

Dates for Many Point 2007 are July 15-21.  Please mark your calendars now!

Troop Events
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Leadership Reports

Knots Instructor-Ryan Brattensborg

I thought Many Point this was really good, I 
liked that the meals were all individual 
patrols. I had a good summer and I’m ready 
to teach anybody who needs or wants to 
learn knots.

Troop OA Representative-Dan Polta

Camping Instructor-Terrence Tan

Cooking Instructor-Nate Brown

First Aid Instructor-Van Donkersgoed

Knife & Ax Safety Instructor-Open
Fire Safety Instructor-Sam Rosol

Quartermaster-Paul Rairamo

Scribe-Spencer Sundberg

Chaplain’s Aid-Andrew Teaver

Historian-Open
Junior Assistant Scoutmaster-Brad Madsen

Den Chiefs:

Brandon Schwab:  This summer my den donated cat food to 
the Humane Society.  We delivered it and the den got to see the 
animals that they had there.  They also worked on their 
Traveler badge, and went to Webelos Adventure Days and 
Webelos Camp.  I had a lot of fun working with them.

Luke Coyer 
Ryan Halpin
Josh Isaacs
Daniel Johnson 
Zach Poirer

Assistant Senior Patrol Leader-Ian Vanic:  During the 
summer I went to Many Point Scout Camp along with the 
Troop.  I thought this year went pretty smoothly.  Many kids 
completed their merit badges and activities 
(all with help from SPL’s and Adult Leaders).  
Thanks again to all the adults that came to 
camp.

Assistant Senior Patrol Leader-Eric Hanson 
Hi all! Hope you had a great summer and are 
looking forward to scouts again. We have a fun time 
scheduled so far and I'm sure you'll enjoy it.

Bugler-Drew Churchill: We all had a good 
time at Many Point.  Sorry I had to wake 
everyone up so early.  It was even harder 
for me to get up!   Did you know that "Taps" 
was written in July of 1862?  That means 
buglers have been playing it for 144 years! 
That's a pretty long time.  Listen for me at the 
next Court of Honor.

Librarian-Eric Wiig:  I still have more merit badge pamphlets 
to sort through.  That will be done shortly.  On June 16 I went 
to the Emergency Preparedness drill at Grace Church.  It was 
an Anthrax exposure drill.  You were given a piece of paper 
with a person to role play.  We had to answer questions about 
how/if we were exposed, then if you said you were exposed 
you rode a school bus (with police escort) to the high school.  
Hopefully more of the troop can participate next time.

SPL Scratch – by Matt Booooudreaux

This summer our troop did a lot of activities/high adventures. 5
of the scouts in our troop went to Grey Wolf this summer. 
There were 2 crews that went to Philmont in August and one 
group that went to Sea Base in June. At the COH (court of 
honor) that will be the last Tuesday in September, there will be
a slideshow showing the highlights of the summer and all of the 
fun everyone had.  This summer as most of you know I was a 
C.I.T at Many Point, around week 3 of camp I was hired at Ten 
Chiefs for the rest of the summer. The month of September the 
theme is shooting and the campout will be held on the 15-17.

Scoutmaster’s Corner – by Joe Polta

Here we are, back to Scouting. What does that 
mean? What's Scouting really all about?

I hope you don't take this as bad news, but it's not about sharp
knives or dull ones, or bonfires or skits. It's not about Merit 
Badges. It's not even about titles like Tenderfoot, Star Scout, 
Eagle.

It's no less than preparing young men to make ethical choices --
to choose between what's right and what's wrong. Or what's 
right, and what's merely easy. No other organization for young 
men promises to do that for you, and make you into a man of 
good character, and make you physically fit, and give you 
citizenship training.

More of this to come -- stay tuned!   I'm proud to be your 
Scoutmaster.



Patrol News

SCORPIONS: Patrick Conklin
The Scorpions have had an active summer.

Paul Rairamo went to Seabase before going to Many Point and 
had a great time. Eric Wiig traveled to Maine and spent the 
summer with his family.

The Scorpions had seven Patrol members at Many Point, 
including Austin, Patrick, Nate, Fernando, Ryan, Paul, and 
Spencer. For the first time many of us brought our bikes. The 
first day at camp was interesting because the bus had a few 
problems and we were late getting camp set up. Tuesday night 
was also interesting because a number of us at Huck Finn had 
to be evacuated at 4:30 in the morning when a storm hit the 
area. Spencer took the COPE course and really liked the 
challenge. Paul turned out to be quite the sailor. Mr. Toay 
helped several patrol members get their Waterskiing merit 
badge and showed us the sights on Many Point Lake. Other 
merit badges earned by the patrol during camp included 
camping, weather, wilderness survival, lifesaving, and first 
aid. The campouts were terrific.

After Many Point some of us worked on a couple of Eagle 
Projects for Eric Hansen and John Lewis and other service 
projects

THUNDER: Jeran Schmidt

TIMBERWOLVES: Van Donkersgoed

WOLVERUNNERS: Todd Hayen

BALD EAGLES: Chris Mueller
In July we served at Our Saviors Shelterin Mpls. The 
homeless who live at the shelter really appreciated our meal, 
and they ate everything we made.

In August we had a party at my homewhere we shared photos 
from our Summer Adventure Trips. We talked about some of 
our favorite moments, and we all want to do another Seabase 
or Philmont again!

COBRAS: Ben Grunewald
The cobras had 7 out of 8 guys attend Many Point. We had 
many "coon visits" and now know the true meaning oftaking 
the trash out every night. The cobras also found the trip to 
camp when the bus caught on fire interesting. We all liked 
throwing the tomahawks. It was a very successful week 
because everybody earned at least one merit badge. All the 
cobras enjoyed Many Point. 

I would also recommend for every scout to go to the scouting 
night with the St. Paul Saints. I got a hat, neckerchief, and we 
got to go on the field after the game and watched a movie. It 
was a blast.

DRAGONS: Jacob Houterman

FALCONS: Robbie Beveroth
Hey, it’s me Robbie Beveroth the Falcon’s patrol leader.  We 
Falcons have had a busy summer.  Kevin and Spencer went to 
Sea Base in the Florida Keys.  Dan Terrance and I went to 
Philmont in Cimarron, New Mexico.  Philmont was both 
mentally and physical challenging.  Some of us have also gone 
to Many Point.  That’s what the Falcons have been doing all 
summer.

HUSKIES: Andrew Songle

The Huskies haven't done much together this summer, but we 
are planning the September activities and campout, by the way 
the theme is shooting. Your SPL Matt Boudreaux, a part of the 
Husky patrol has been a counselor at Many Point this summer.

PANTHERS: Troop Guides Jake Brown & Evan 
Fairbrother

RAPTORS: Jens Gilman



News & Features
Training Opportunities – by Mike Wiig
These are the upcoming adult training opportunities for the fall.  
I would highly encourage those of you who have two hours on 
Sept. 26th to go to the New Leader Essentials.

Mustang District Leader Training Opportunities 
for Fall 2006
Leaders of the world famous Mustang District!  Fall offers 
several opportunities for you to become trained for your 
volunteer position and become better prepared to offer the best 
Scouting program around!

Sept. 26th - New Leader Essentials
Christ Presbyterian Church   7-9 pm
For Boy Scout and Cub Scout Leaders- the basics about the 
BSA and how you fit into the big picture.  This is the first of 
three steps to becoming “TRAINED.” Registrations due 
September 19th.  Walk-ins are welcome

October 7th - Boy Scout Leader Specific Training
Christ Presbyterian Church   8am – 4 pm
For Scoutmasters and Assistant Scoutmasters to learn the basics 
of BSA troop meetings, advancement, methods, missions, and 
outdoor experiences.  Must have completed New Leader 
Essentials.    Registrations due September 26th

October 13th to 15th - Boy Scout Leader Outdoor Training
Phillippo Scout Reservation
The outdoor, hands-on portion of the Boy Scout Leader 
Specific Training.   Cost will be $30.00.  This training will be
held in conjunction with the “Voyageurs Rendevous
Camporee”.  Registrations are due no later than September 
26th.  Cost includes meals for the weekend.

Eagle Preview

The next Mustang District Eagle Preview meeting 
will be held on October 10th. This meeting is 
HIGHLY recommended for any Life scout that is 
working toward Eagle and is held once is the fall 
and once in the spring. Location and timing is still 
to be determined.

News about our Great Guys

Matt Boudreaux, Husky Patrol, worked on staff at Many 
Point Scout Camp this summer. Matt started as a 
Counselor-in-Training and then was hired as a 
Counselor. He served in the Ten Chiefs Camp. Serving 
in this capacity is truly challenging & 
respectable!! Thanks Matt, for using your leadership 
skills in this way; for your willingness to be away from 
home and living in the outdoors all summer!

Chris Mueller tied for 1st place in the MATHCOUNTS 
state competition.  Chris ended up in 2nd place in the 
tiebreaker and as one of the top four individual winners, 
he qualified to compete at the MATHCOUNTS national 
competition in May.  This was his second year at the 
national competition.  



News & Features
How Do I Track My Camping, Service Hours, Etc.?
– by Casey Quinn

On behalf of Troop 695, your friendly neighborhood tracker 
inputs all Scout & Parent information into a software program 
called “Troopmaster.” We are presently using Troopmaster
2005.  I, Casey Quinn (McNee boys), am the person in charge 
of maintaining Troopmaster.  If you would like to see your 
records, please send me an email (scoutstats@yahoo.com) and I 
will generate a report that itemizes all of the activities that you 
have attended, what Merit Badgesyou have completed, what 
rankyou have earned, and how many service hoursyou have.
You do NOT need to email me individually with Merit Badges 
or Rank you have earned.  The Advancement Chair prepares a 
report for me that corresponds to the Court of Honor at which 
your awards are presented.

TROOP CAMPOUTS & SERVICE PROJECTS:  You do 
NOT need to email me individually when you have attended a 
Troop campout or participated in a Troop service project.  The 
person or Patrol that coordinates the event will send me the list 
of who attended and how many camping nights or service hours 
each person earned.

INDIVIDUAL SERVICE PROJECTS:  You DO need to 
email me individually if you participated in a service project 
outside the Troop.  For example, many boys have participated 
in service projects through their churches, like preparing meals
for local shelters, working at rummage sales, helping the elderly 
with yard work, and so on.  In addition to an email, we will 
need a letter from the organization verifying your service.  The
letter must contain: the name of the organization, the date of the 
service (month, day, year), description of the service, location 
of the service, your name, and the number of hours you served 
including drive time.  The letter must be signed by someone 
from the organization other than your parent.

DOUBLE DIPPING:  Many of you will be completing service 
projects for confirmation in 8th or 9th grade.  Since your 
service is of great value to the community, we would hope that 
you would not “double dip,” but would complete a service 
project independent of your service with the Troop.  If you 
choose to undertake a project that is of greater magnitude than 
you normally would because you wish to apply the hours to 
Scouts as well as to the church, then you must get permission in
writing before the projectfrom your Scoutmaster.  Again, I will 
need a copy of that permission document.

ORDER OF THE ARROW:  At the present time, I do NOT 
have current information on OA members.  If you are an OA 
member, please let me know and I will double-check the 
records.  I need the dates of all OA events that you have 
attended, the date you became a member, etc.

ARROW OF LIGHT:  Okay, you think I’ve lost my mind.  I 
know . . . this is a CUB SCOUT award.  However, as you recall 
(when you look below your left shirt pocket), the Arrow of 
Light patch is the only one that is transferred to the Boy Scout
uniform.  And, it is the only Cub Scout award that we keep 
track of along with your Boy Scout records.  If you have earned 
the Arrow of Light, please let me know the DATE you received 
it, and I will update your record.  I have some (Pack 348), but 
not all.

PATROLS IN CHARGE OF CAMPOUTS & SERVICE 
PROJECTS:  For PATROLS or ADULTS coordinating events 
such as campouts or service projects, please make sure to keep 
good records of those attending including how many hours or 
nights per person.  And don’t forget to let me know what needs 
to be input once the event is completed.  To make it easier for 
me to input information for our large Troop, please include:
Event Date, Event Title (“September Campout”), Event 
Location, Event Theme, Patrol in Charge
-Scout’s name, number of nights camping OR number of 
service hours including drive time(please indicate number of 
hours and not just start / end time – quicker to input)
Adult Leader’s name, number of nights camping OR number of 
service hours – yes, we input adult information, too.  And, if at 
all possible, please separate the list into Scouts / Adults because 
Troopmaster separates these for input purposes.

EAGLE PROJECTS:  The Eagle candidate is the one 
responsible for this information.  You must submit a written 
report of all Scouts that participated in the project.  Please 
include your name,  a description of the project, the dates the 
Scouts worked, and how many hours they worked.

SERVICE FOR SCOUTS:  If you work for Troop 695 (paint 
Patrol boxes, clean tents, etc.), your hours will be tracked as 
“Troop Service” and these hours do NOT count towards your 
next rank.  In general, work for ANY Scouting organization 
does not count towards the next rank.  However, in Troop 695, 
our policy is more lenient.  Service at Philmont, Many Point, 
Seabase, Stearns, etc. is usuallycounted towards rank.  
However, this is not to be assumed.  Each project’s service 
classification (Troop Service vs. Service Project) is subject to
approval by the Scoutmaster.
Lastly, because there is a lot of data to track, it is in your best 
interest to keep your own records of activities, merit badges, 
and rank advancement.  Make copies of the pages in your Scout 
book that are completed in case it gets lost.  Put your blue merit 
badge cards (both completed and incomplete) in baseball card 
holders in a 3-ring binder and keep the binder in a safe place!
If you have any questions, please feel free to shoot me an email
or give me a call at 947-5902.



Calendar of Events

Calendar and Bulletin Board Information
[clip and save this handy reference page]

Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm), Can RecyclingOct 3

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)Oct 5

Troop Meeting (6:30pm); Eagle Preview(time and location TBD)Oct 10

Troop Camp-Out – Camporee at Philippo Scout ReservationOct 13-15

No Troop Meeting; PLC Meeting (6:00pm), Committee Meeting (6:30pm), 
Viking Leader Training (6:30pm), ASM Meeting (7pm) 

Oct 17

Popcorn Sales EndOct 21

Reconnaissancearticles dueOct 22

Troop Meeting (6:30pm); Wreath Sales EndOct 24

Highway CleanupOct 28

Reconnaissancearticles dueSept 24

Wreath Sales StartSept 30

Troop Court of Honor (6:30pm)Sept 26

Popcorn Sales StartSept 23

No Troop Meeting; PLC Meeting (6:00pm), Committee Meeting (6:30pm), 
Viking Leader Training (6:30pm), ASM Meeting (7pm); Rank Advancements Due

Sept 19

Troop Camp-OutSept 15-17

Troop Meeting (6:30pm) and Patrol Elections, Merit Badges dueSept 12

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)Sept 7

Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm)Sept 5

Bulletin Board

The Reconnaissanceis a monthly publication 
of Boy Scout Troop 695 which is chartered 
through:

Prairie Lutheran Church

11000 Blossom Road

Eden Prairie, MN  55344

Scoutmaster: Joe Polta 952-974-0264
Committee Chair: Mark Jennen 952-943-1340

ReconnaissanceEditor:

Kelly Schwab (952) 949-0705

Email: kschwab@mn.rr.com

Troop Web Page: www.troop695.com

Advancement Contacts
• Merit Badge Counselor 

Coordinator – Karen Vanic

• Boards of Review or 
Advancement – Mike Toay

• Eagle Boards of Review – Bill 
Brown

Contact information can be found 
in your Roster.

The Merit Badge Sign-Up book 
can be found by the “Ships” ata
each meeting.

Reconnaissance Articles
Articles for the next issue of this 
newsletter are due to Kelly 
Schwab no later than Sunday, 
September 24!  Please e-mail 
your articles to her at 
kschwab@mn.rr.com. 

Reconnaissanceon the Web

The latest issue of the 
Reconnaissance is always 
available online on our Troop 
695 website.  Visit 
www.troop695.organd click on 
the “Newsletter” link in the left 
side column.


