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April Activities
Theme: Pioneering

Responsible Patrol: Thunder
Activities

Apr 10 Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm)

Apr 17 Troop Meeting (6:30pm); PLC Meeting (6:00pm); 
Committee Meeting (6:30pm); ASM Meeting (7:00pm)

Apr 20-22 Troop Campout

Apr 24 Troop Meeting (6:30pm)

Apr 28 Scouting for Food, Annual Grounds Cleanup
& Flying Cloud Annual Cleanup

Campsites & Training – by Michael Wiig
We need to work on making reservations for 
campsites a little sooner than the month before the 
campout.  The May campout is at one of the only 
two spots still available last week.  Those patrol in 
charge of the campouts for the rest of the year need 
to let me know as soon as possible if they need help.  
The current camping policies for the Three Rivers 
Parks, and the Northern Star Council are on their 
respective websites.  If you would like to be at a 
Three Rivers Park campsite the reservations can be 
made starting January 1 of that year.  A Northern 
Star Council camp the reservations can be made 1 
year in advance of the campout.  Tour permits will 
be needed for any non-council camping site, be it 
Three Rivers, State Park, State Forest, etc.

****************************************************************
Troop 695 Website– by Casey Quinn
Have you checked out the website THIS WEEK?  If you 
haven’t, you may have missed valuable and timely 
information and new activity photos.  We have added two 
new links: Parentsand Training.  On the Parents page, 
we’ve posted just the stuff that you, as parents, need to 
know.  On the Training page, we have links to training 
sites for both Scouts and Adult Leaders.  So, get on over 
to the website – there’s something for 
everyone!www.troop695.org

Eagle Preview

The next Mustang District 
Eagle Preview meeting will 
be held on April 10th

7pm at Immanuel Lutheran.

This meeting covers information 
on the Eagle Process and is highly 
recommended for any Life scout 
and their parents. The meeting is 
sponsored by the Mustang District 
and information specific to the 
Eagle Process in our district is 
handed out 

Mark Your Calendars:  
Eagle Court of Honor to be Held May 12th
Troop 695 scouts and their parents and are invited to 
attend the Andrew Shawd Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor on Saturday, May 12th. The ceremony will 
begin at 10:00 a.m., and will be held at Prairie 
Lutheran Church. A reception will be held following 
the ceremony at the church



ASPL – Kyle K.
Well the time has come for me and my fellow leaders to 
"pass the torch" to the up and coming leaders. I really 
enjoyed my run as ASPL and finished it up with a great 
campout. I look forward to our new leadership and 
everything it can become, thank you to all the current 
leaders who gave it good go and good luck to the new 
leaders.

*****************************************

KNOTS INSTRUCTOR – Eric W.

This past weekend we saw a nice knots practice area.  
Please practice your knots for the April campout.  The 
theme is: Pioneering.  There will be plenty of knots tied 
that weekend.  Clove hitch, timber hitch just to name a 
few.

******************************************
COBRAS – Josh B.

This is Josh B Cobra Patrol Leader.  I enjoyed being 
patrol leader and I think our patrol is really starting to 
work together. I can’t wait to start my new term as troop 
guide. Best of luck to all scouts in new leadership 
positions. Great job on campout and meetings scorpions.

******************************************
DEN CHIEF – Brandon S.

This month my den worked on Readyman and built 
Wood Duck houses.  

Leadership Reports
SPL Scratch– John L. II

This will be my last month as SPL and 
I will be handing it off to Evan F. I 
have enjoyed being the SPL for Troop 
695 and it was a very good experience at 
being a leader. Even though I will not be SPL anymore, I 
believe Evan is very qualified and has many good skills of 
being a leader. Also I want to thank my ASPLs.  They 
were able to carry-out each meeting when I was not able 
to attend. The next few camp-outs coming up should be a 
lot of fun and seems to be very well planed out. Also I 
want to thank the parents during my time of being SPL.  
They helped me out a lot. I want to thank the troop for 
allowing me to be SPL. I hope to see you all at future 
meetings or camp-outs.  
Thank you, from John L. II SPL

Scoutmaster’s Corner– Joe Polta
Congratulations and welcome to the 
new members of our PLC! These 
first few weeks of your term are 
particularly important, as you have 
new duties to learn and new Scouts to 
teach. It's particularly important that all new leaders 
attend the April campout to find out more about your job, 
and to put your skills to work.

Why is it so important? Because your service is the basis 
of a Scout-run troop. You are the teachers. You are the 
ones to run the meetings and campouts. It's your 
program. Come and get it!

I'm proud to be your Scoutmaster.

TROOP GUIDE – Jake B.

For the past year I have had the honor of serving as a 
patrol or “troop” guide for the panther patrol, but now it 
is time for me to leave. As the new scouts come in, the 
panthers will leave their troop guides and become second 
years. Through this first year with them, I’ve been able to 
see how they’ve grown to meet expectations. Many 
panthers earned many merit badges at MBM, and I know 
that a few of them are starting to work on some merit 
badges by themselves. I know that I have not been as 
involved with the panthers for the past six months, but the 
majority of that reason is that they have learned how to 
follow the scout oath and law and lead themselves. Now, 
for the rest of their scouting careers, the panthers will 
have to rely on themselves to get things done, and I sure 
believe that they can do it. Good Luck!

******************************************
HUSKIES – Matt B.

I have enjoyed being the Husky Patrol leader this last 
term.  Every patrol that led a month during this term did a 
GREAT JOB!  Good luck to all scouts that were elected 
to new leadership positions.



Scouting News
[from the Northern Star Council Navigator – March 2007]

Scouting for Food
On Saturday April 28th, 2007, thousands of Scouts will be 
participating in one of the largest door-to-door food 
collection efforts in the country – Scouting for Food.  All 
donations will help families across Northern Star Council 
by putting food on their tables.  April 28th is the official 
Scouting for Food pick-up date.  Last year, Northern Star 
Council Scouts supplied over 280,000 lbs of food as well 
as over $1,300 to local food shelves.  Many people went 
to bed with a full stomach because of your efforts.  This 
year will be the second food drive event for the newly 
formed Northern Star Council, but WE ARE 
CELEBRATING Scouting For Food’s 20th YEAR as a 
service to the community!  We would like to set the 
Scouting example again by having one of the largest 
campaigns ever in the 20 year history of the event.  Please 
sign up soon with your district coordinator.  A small 
amount of time will help so many.  Thank you!!

******************************************

Youth Leader College is back!
A Leadership and Troop Development Event

Youth Leader College is a Council-wide youth and adult 
training event.  The goal is to “Train Troops to be more 
Effectively Youth Run” by improving communications 
between youth and adult.  Come as a troop to further 
develop your youth and adult leaders through hands-on 
sessions by the Council’s best youth and adult instructors.  

Sessions will cover topics from general communication 
skills to planning meetings, outings, and annual program 
planning to hands-on Scoutcraft skills.  There is 
something for everyone, so don’t miss out on this 
awesome opportunity to enhance your troop.

April 14 at Falcon Ridge Middle School, Apple Valley, 
MN.  Visit your Roundtable or the Council website for 
details.  Registration Forms available online.
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Troop Events & Scout News
Candle Sales– by Barbara Hanson

The troop is offering a new fund-raising 
opportunity: candle sales. Candles make wonderful 
gifts - end of year teacher's gift, Sunday School 
teacher gifts, Mother's Day, graduation, birthday, 
thank you, hostess gifts, whatever. This is a great 
opportunity to earn money for your scout account 
(80% of profits) for campouts and high adventure 
trips.  It will also help out your troop (20% of 
profits).  This is an optional fundraiser.  Packets are 
available at all troop meetings. The brochure is also 
available for review on the troop website. Final sale 
orders should be turned in by Tuesday, April 
17th. The candles will be available for pick up the 
first week in May - in time for Mother's Day!  If you 
have any questions, please call Barbara Hanson at 
937-5905 .

Many Point 2007– by Paula Boudreaux

Just a quick reminder that March 27th is the last day 
to sign up for Many Point 2007.  I attended the Many 
Point update meeting last weekend and there are a 
few changes at camp this year.  There was a huge 
donation made to Many Point Scout Camp and the 
donation was put towards 15 new 2 person kayaks, 
which will be divided among the 3 camps.  These 
kayaks can be reserved by the scouts to use at camp.  
This would be a fun activity for the older scouts to 
do as a patrol.  Also, they have added another 
program at Flintlock.  It is called the “Challenge 
Course”.  This program is based on the Survivor TV 
show.  The scouts will be divided into 2 teams and 
will have to overcome a series of creative land and 
water obstacles.  This year they are removing Soil & 
Water conservation M.B from the planning sheet and 
putting Fire Safety in its place.  Every year the camp 
will rotate in a new merit badge to give the scouts 
more variety.  For the afternoon activities they are 
adding in 3 new activities.  The first one is called 
Survival Man, in which the staff will teach the 
scouts tips and tricks regarding wilderness survival.  
Second is Lost and Found, which is a course set up 
to test your orienteering skills.  And last but not 
least, What’s Cooking, which you will cook up 
something great when you try our different 
techniques and recipes.  A final addition to camp this 
year, the scouts will have the opportunity to sign up 
for a Fishing Trip with the staff counselors in the 
evening.  More information to come to the scouts 
and parents once the final sign up is complete.  
Please don’t forget to check on the expiration dates 
of yours or your scout’s physical form.  Please 
contact Diane Grunewald if you are unsure as to 
expiration dates.  Just remember, NO CURRENT 
PHYSICAL FORM, NO CAMP. 

EPHS chess team wins
The Eden Prairie High School Chess Team won the 
recent Minnesota State High School Chess League 
Championship. Players included our own scouts 
Adam B and Chris M.

Send more news…
We all love to hear about the great things our scouts 
are doing, but I need your help.  If I don’t hear about 
it, I can’t report it.  Please be sure to send your 
articles and updates to me and I’ll include them here.



Upcoming Events – March/April

Calendar and Bulletin Board Information
[clip and save this handy reference page]

Troop CampoutMay 18-20

No Troop Meeting; 
PLC Meeting (6:00pm); Committee Meeting (6:30pm); ASM Meeting (7:00pm)

May 15

Service Project: Bingo at Hopkins Care CenterMay 6

Andrew Shawd Eagle COHMay 12

Eric Blomgren Eagle Project – Feed My Starving ChildrenMay 13

Reconnaissancearticles dueApr 15

Service Projects: Annual Grounds Cleanup, Flying Cloud Concessions Cleanup & 
Scouting for Food

Apr 28

Troop Meeting (6:30pm); Rank Advancements DueMay 29

Reconnaissancearticles dueMay 20

Service Project: Bingo at Hopkins Care CenterMay 20

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)May 3

Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm), Can RecyclingMay 1

Troop CampoutApr 20-22

Eagle Preview – Christ Presbyterian ChurchApr 17

No Troop Meeting; 
PLC Meeting (6:00pm); Committee Meeting (6:30pm); ASM Meeting (7:00pm)

Apr 17

Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm), Can RecyclingApr 10

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)Apr 5

Service Project: Bingo at Hopkins Care CenterApr 8

Service Project: Bingo at Hopkins Care CenterApr 22

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Apr 24

Troop Meeting (6:30pm); Merit Badges DueMay 22

Bulletin Board

The Reconnaissanceis a monthly publication of 
Boy Scout Troop 695 which is chartered 
through:

Prairie Lutheran Church
11000 Blossom Road

Eden Prairie, MN  55344

Scoutmaster: Joe Polta 952-974-0264

Committee Chair: Jessica Poirier 952-934-8567

ReconnaissanceEditor:
Kelly Schwab (952) 949-0705

Email: kelly.schwab@comcast.net

Troop Web Page: www.troop695.com

Advancement Contacts
• Merit Badge Counselor 

Coordinator – Karen Vanic

• Boards of Review or 
Advancement – Mike Toay

• Eagle Boards of Review –
Bill Brown

Contact information can be found 
in your Roster.

The Merit Badge Sign-Up book 
can be found by the “Ships” at 
each meeting.

Reconnaissance Articles
Articles for the next issue of this 
newsletter are due to Kelly 
Schwab no later than Sunday, 
April 15 !  Please e-mail your 
articles to her at 
kelly.schwab@comcast.net. 

Reconnaissanceon the Web

The latest issue of the 
Reconnaissance is always 
available online on our Troop 
695 website.  Visit 
www.troop695.organd click on 
the “Newsletter” link in the left 
side column.


