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Friends of Scouting goal within reach -- March 4
is deadline —by Jeff Shawd, Finance Chairman

The 2008 Friends of Scouting campaign is almost over. T
date, troop families have contributed over $6,300. This me
we are only $500 from our goal -- and we still have familig
who have not turned in their pledge cards.

As you know, when a troop meets its goal it receives free
advancement badges for the year. (Last year, for example

these badges would have cost our troop approximately $400.)

In addition, all scouts will receive a commemorative
recognition patch that can be worn on uniforms by both yq
and adults.

The March 4 parent meeting will be the last opportunity to
participate in the campaign. So please bring your pledge
and checkbooks to the meeting if you are able to contribu

Also remember that many employers will match the charit
gifts of their employees. We have received matching gifts
more than $1,000 this year, and this is a great way to mak
your gift to Scouting count double. Check with your Humal
Resources department for further information.

Thanks again for your continued support of scouting and
Troop 695.

Tai@%l would like to hear some Scouts

Scouting News Items
by Mike Wiig

D April 12th Youth Leader College

raNRis is sponsored by Order of the Arrow
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March 15 (Campout weekendWlerit
Badge Saturdayat Roberts, WI only

. WI)

May Campout will be at Cleary Lake so
U{fbu can play golf.

TheVarsity Choirs perform at PAC at
Eden Prairie High School on March 18 if
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SPL Scratch— Kyle K.
Well its getting to be that time of thegt . _
year now. | am soon stepping dowr':‘g -!., &
and will be replaced. it has been a4l &
great six months with all of you and .|

| was and am proud to serve as your §i5II

You all have been great and | couldn't be more
thrilled to see where this troop will go. Also | am
pleased with the way our merit badge earning wej
this month. | look forward to handing out all the
merit badges you earned at the court of honor. bg
sure to thank all your counselors for a great mont
merit badge earning and for helping you along thg
way with earning your badges. | also wish the
leadership good luck and if ever any of the new
leaders needs anything at all don’t hesitate to askh
one who previously had your position or myself. |
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Leadership Reports

Scoutmaster’s Corner— Joe Polta

If you're new to the troop, don't panic
-- your job is no more than to pay
attention and learn our ways.

htFor the rest of you, your job is to continue to lead
and drive our troop business and activities in the
usual fine manner. Running the troop is your job,
h ydu have a question, ask the question. If you nee
b help, ask for help -- there are dozens of other Sca
who are sworn to help you.

If
d

then proud to be your Scoutmaster.

am always ready to help as best | can. Thanks
everyone for making my term as SPL the best
experience Boy Scouts has given me.

QUARTERMASTER —Tom P.
Please remember to turn in all tents to me
personally. Don't leave them lying around our

ASPL —Eric W.

We had a good time at Merit Badge Madness las
weekend. Make sure you finish up your merit
badges. Hopefully, we won't have to wear our wi
parkas all the time at the March campout. | hope
all go to see some of the lunar eclipse last Wed.
night.
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HUSKIES —Andrew S.

Last month | was unable to submit an article abot
the Husky lead Fishing month. | will use this mon

month of January went fairly smooth. The meetin
that lead up to the campout were productive. We
used the time to share with the scouts the technig

article as our reflection. The Huskies thought thaf] ttAMPING INSTRUCTOR - Ryan H.

meeting room. Also, please let me know if any of
your patrol gear needs repair or replacement.
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Nt&@OBRAS — Brandon S.

ydle went to Merit Badge Madness and we had
meetings concerning the April campout. We’ve got
great things planned for the April campout. We're
looking forward to meeting the new scout patrol.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

14
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h 93:****************************************

gHi..this is Ryan your camping instructor. | will be gt
the March campout and would love to help anyone
ueseding help with their requirements. Just look me

involved with fishing and the safety tips that
everyone should know. | saw that the scouts fou
the safety sessions particularly interesting beca

realistic injuries on actual people. We also spent
some time at those meetings constructing fishing
poles that the scouts were able to use on the
campout. Overall the Husky patrol thought that t

and parents had fun.

u e************************************
’
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with the help of Mrs. Vanic, we were able to crea

h
campout was a success and we hope that the scfuts

up! See ya.

SCORPIONS— Austin A.

This month the scorpions were busy planning for
month of March. The campout will be at Fred C.
Anderson campsite, should be fun.

the

uts



Eagle News

Troop Leaders

My Eagle Scout Process -ypAndrew S.

I would like to take some time and explain my
obstacles to becoming an Eagle Scout. As a

young scout | was happily involved in scouting. &%

| was able to attend most campouts that were held a
enjoyed doing so. The experiences that | have had ir

Troop Positions

scouting program have made me a stronger and mol|g
independent person. Early in scouting my parents ar1
other adults in the troop were big influences on the
things | took part in. They were able to push me the i

direction and show me the path that | should take. | WhSuger

able listen and accomplish many things at a young ap
At fourteen | was a Life Scout starting the process
toward my Eagle Rank. | had basically all the merit
badges needed to become an Eagle Scout and | was
taking part in many leadership positions. However, ap
grew older new obstacles were surrounding me and
holding me back from reaching my goal. | completed
Eagle project at fifteen, a month before my sixteenth
birthday. When | was sixteen | got my driver’s licensf
which gave me more freedom to make my own choide
and | also took a job to earn money. It was becoming
harder and harder for me to make the time and put it
productively toward scouting. My parents, unlike earl}4
in my life, were now letting me make my own choice
was the one now making the decision to continue to

work on completing what was need to obtain my Eadl¢

rank. | am now seventeen, and hopefully in the final
stages of obtaining my Eagle rank. My project is

complete, my write-up is done, my application appro

by our local council. I've scheduled my Eagle Board
Review and if that goes well, will submit everything t¢
the National Council.

The reason | write this is to tell you not to ever give yp.

Some of us start strong and become sidetracked or

unmotivated. Stay in, reach for this goal. It's worth i

Senior Patrol Leader Kyle K
Asst Sr. Patrol Leaders Zak P
Eric W
, Paul R
Lz
Quartermaster Tom P
Scribe Tyler N
q Historian David J
Librarian Alex F
f-haplain’s Aide Luke B
Eric B
IEOA Representative Jake B
Troop Guides
Bobcats | Josh B
Patrol Leaders
Huskies Andrew S
Pirates (Bald Eagles/Falcons) | Mark L
Yolver Runners John L I
Thundering Dragons Drew C
Scorpions Austin A
T obras/Timberwolves Brandon S
| Cory K
Panthers Brian M
Bobcats Troop Guide Josh B
InStFUCtOI’S
Camping Ryan H
FCooking David O
Fire Safety open
First Aid Patrick C
:knife/Axe Safety open
\ Knots Matt B
Den Chiefs John K
Luke C

The rank of Eagle is only achieved by a select few who =

commit themselves. Let yourself be one of those fey.

While now you may not fully understand the scope o
this achievement, it will be something that you can b
proud of for the rest of your life.

If you're struggling to continue or to take this final ste
find someone! A parent, a friend, another scout, or
You'll never regret that you did.




Many Point 2008
by Paula Boudreaux
Many Point Coordinator

Date: July 13-19th
Cost: $300.00

| will be showing the Many Point DVD downstairs at some point to all the neutgadults in the troop
March 4th. | will speak with Joe regarding a good time to show the DVD.olsaly know, Many Point
sign up has started. The first payment of $150.00 is due March 25th. The final pay815.60 is due
May 27th. | need to get a head count with an initial payment sent to Northetoy3tpril 15th. Please see
me at the sign up table if you have any questions or concerns reganipg ¢

Troop 695 Swim Qualification Dates are set! This is mandatory for allsoottie troop and any adults that
may be attending any campout or high adventure in the future that involvessqiifie swim
gualifications are to be completed annually and March just happens to betttat i8ee below for dates
and locations:

March 6, 2008 7-9 p.m. Eden Prairie Community Center
March 13, 2008 7-9 p.m. Eden Prairie Community Center
March 20, 2008 7-9 p.m. Eden Prairie Community Center
March 27, 2008 7-9 p.m. Eden Prairie Community Center

If Thursdays do not work into your schedule give me a call and Matt aiidske what we can work out.
Matt will be running the new scouts through First Class Aquatics, thiergfi@ase bring your scout book
with you to the swim quals and you can get requirements signed off in your boe&nckeand | will be
running the swim qualification piece of the evening. Reminder: The swinppga only takes
approximately 5 minutes if there is no line. The First Class Aquatice paes 30-40 minutes.

The troop will pay entrance into the pool, please just sign on the sheettheftveindow. There are no
lifeguards on duty at the pool, therefore, you will be asked to exit the powdmately after you have
completed your swim qual and/or First Class Aquatic requirements. Matn€er and | are all certified
lifeguards, therefore, you will be in good hands. We just do not have the extfeeyes to be watching
scouts/adults free swim.

Paula Boudreaux

Many Point Coordinator
pboudreaux@comcast.net
952-906-9604




Calendar and Bulletin Board Information
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Upcoming Events — March/April

Mar 4 Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm); Troop Nomorai& New Scout Night
Mar 6 Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbgtein Edina)
Mar 11 Troop Meeting (6:30pm) Froop Elections
Mar 14-16 | Troop Campout: Scorpions/Art & Photography (includes Viking Least@p
Training) —Fred C. Andersen
Mar 18 No Troop Meeting;
PLC Meeting (6:30pm); Committee Meeting (6:30pmBM Meeting (7:00pm)
Mar 23 Reconnaissancarticles due
Mar 25 Court of Honor (6:30pm)
Apr 1l No Troop Meeting— Spring Break!
Apr 3 Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbgtein Edina) *
Apr 8 Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm) ) %(Q g
Apr 12-13 Troop Campout: Cobras/First Aid-EmergencyEagle Cave in Wisconsin ’ /
Apr 15 No Troop Meeting; _ . _ . /f
PLC Meeting (6:30pm); Committee Meeting (6:30pmBM Meeting (7:00pm) \
Apr 22 Troop Meeting (6:30pm) (\
Apr 26 Scouting for Food
Apr 27 Reconnaissancarticles due
Apr 29 Troop Meeting (6:30pm)

Bulletin Board

Reconnaissancérticles Advancement Contacts TheReconnaissands a monthly publication of
Articles for the next issue of thi « Merit Badge Counselor Boy Scout Troop 695 which is chartered
newsletter are due to Kelly Coordinator — Diane through:

Schwab no later than Sunday, Grunewald Prairie Lutheran Church

March 23! Please e-mail your « Boards of Review or 11000 Blossom Road

articles to her at Advancement — Mike Toay Eden Prairie, MN 55344

kelly.schwab@comcast.net

» Eagle Boards of Review —

Bill Brown Scoutmaster: Joe Polta 952-974-0264
Reconnaissancen the Web Committee Chair: Jessica Poirier 952-934-85¢7
The latest issue of the Contact information can be found Reconnaissancgditor:
Reconnaissance is always in your Roster. Kelly Schwab (952) 949-0705
available online on our Troop .
695 website. Visit Email: kelly.schwab@comcast.net

The Merit Badge Sign-Up book
can be found by the “Ships” at
each meeting.

www.troop695.orcand click on
the “Newsletter” link in the left
side column.

Troop Web Pagevww.troop695.0rg




