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September Activities
Responsible Patrol:  Pirates

Theme:  Man vs. Wild

Sept 2 Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm)

Sept 9 Troop Meeting (6:30pm)

Sept 16 Troop Meeting (6:30pm)

Sept 19-20 Troop Campout – Capture the Flag

Sept 23 No Troop Meeting; PLC Meeting (6:00pm); 
Committee Meeting (6:30pm); ASM Meeting (7:00pm)

Sept 30 Court of Honor (6:30pm)

Popcorn 2008
Hey Scouts mark your calendars for SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 4th! That is the start of our popcorn 
fundraiser. Selling popcorn is a fast and fun way to 
earn money for all of your scouting activities. In 
addition, you win prizes for what you sell! New this 
year is an outstanding trail mix complete with 
peanuts, cranberries, raisins, M&M's, almonds and 
cashews! Start thinking now about who loves 
popcorn and goodies! Need to do a good deed? 
Purchase popcorn that supports our military over 
seas. Details will follow!Paul, Aarne and 
Dixie Rairamo

Holiday Greenery Fundraiser
With school starting, Fall and the Holidays can’t be 
far away! Did you know there are approximately 
115 shopping days left until Christmas? With the 
start of our fall Troop programming comes our fall 
fundraising initiatives. The snack shed is up and 
running and now it is time to start talking about our 
Holiday Greenery and Popcorn fundraisers. Please 
plan to attend the September Parent’s Meeting. At 
this meeting we will be handing out the Christmas 
Greenery sales packets for our door to door 
sales. This will coincide with the Popcorn 
Fundraiser. This is a great opportunity to raise some 
additional funds for your Scout Account as well as 
contributing to the Troop’s overall finances.

Christmas Tree Lot Information
At the September Parent’s Meeting we will also be 
providing you with information on our Christmas 
Tree Lot plans for this season. This will include 
dates for set-up, training and schedule sign-up.

Fundraising Opportunities

And to help out the troop in Iowa that was struck 
by the tornado this summer…
Saturday September 6th, 11:30-6:30 PM
Fresh Seasons Market in Glen Lake (Eden Prairie 
Rd and Excelsior Rd)
Burgers/Brats/Sodas etc
All funds raised go to Little Sioux Scout Camp 
in Iowa
Conducted by members of Troop 346



Leadership Reports

ASPL – Sam R.
I had a great time at Summer Camp and I hope you 
did as well! It was a lot of fun. This year 6 from our 
Troop participated in a special camp called All 
Things Emergency. We learned a lot of rescue 
techniques for all types of situations including a car 
crash, airplane crash, climbing rescue and water 
rescue. We also got to spend some time with our 
Troop at their campsite. Overall it was a good week.
Fall sports have started and school will be starting 
soon. This is a busy time, but I hope to still see 
many of you each Tuesday night at our weekly 
Troop meeting.

******************************************
HUSKIES – Tyler H.
Hello everyone! I hope you had a great summer. The 
Huskies have been busy enjoying the summer and 
getting ready for their Eagle Court of Honor on 
October 4th at 10:00 am. This will be the Huskies 
senior year already! We have had great times with 
Troop 695 and hope to continue that this 
year. Please come to our Eagle Court of Honor! 

LIBRARIAN – David J.
Philmont was a great scouting experience. during the 
trip we had to face many challenges as well as have 
many experiences. during the trip, we got to do 
activities like horseback riding, shooting black 
powder rifles. some of the days were fun and relaxed 
but others we had to do stuff like hike over 10 miles, 
sleep in soaking wet sleeping bags, and stand out in 
the hail while waiting for super. overall the trip was 
fun, we hiked more than 60 miles, we even hiked 
some of that in the rain and hail. after the trip we 
were lucky to get a tour of an air force academy 
guided by a retired general, which was really cool 
because we got to see a bunch of stuff like old 
airplanes and missiles. i think everyone had a fun 
time on the trip, it was very fun .

SPL Scratch – Jake B.
This summer was fun for the whole troop. It all 
started a long time ago in June with the backpacking 
campout. We had a sweet campsite and got some 
solid backpacking in. In July we had our Many Point 
meeting, followed by, what else, Many Point. 
Everyone had some fun, and the first years had some 
good experiences and learned that once they're on 
there own its not that easy. Greased watermelon was 
very popular and also very delicious. Most of the 
older scouts also got to shoot black powdered rifles, 
and a few people did the emergency response team. 
Philmont was also a highlight for those of us that 
went. We learned the 3 rules of how to be successful 
in life. Too bad school has to start, but overall it was 
a rocktastic summer.

Scoutmaster’s Corner – Joe Polta

Last month, I had the privilege of 
backpacking with some experienced 
Scouts from our troop. During our 
trip, there were times when the weather 
and conditions were not sunny and warm. At the end 
of the day, when the Scouts recounted what was 
good and bad about the day, they'd usually say things 
like, "there wasn't really anything bad about today," 
and "the best part of the day was hiking in the 
hailstorm, because I proved to myself that I could do 
it."

Is your attitude like that of the hail-battered 
Scout? He experienced something new and 
challenging, and through persistence and with the 
help of his team, not only did he pull through, he 
triumphed. The next time you're confronted 
with something difficult -- running a meeting, going 
on an outing, working on schoolwork, improving 
your athletic or artistic performance -- will you just 
do the minimum, or will you turn it into a triumph?

I'm proud to be your Scoutmaster.



Troop Leaders
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Evan F
Andrew S

Junior Asst Scoutmaster

OpenKnots

Luke C
Spencer T

Tigers
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Reece HPanthers

Aaron HFire Safety

Cory KCooking
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Luke BScribe
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OpenOA Representative

David JLibrarian
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OpenCamping
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Patrol Leaders

Troop Positions
Jake BSenior Patrol Leader

Dan P
Ben G
Sam R

Asst Sr. Patrol Leaders

Ben PHistorian

Theo BBobcats

Desmond MCobras

Nate BScorpions

Cody MThundering Dragons

Chris MPirates (Bald Eagles/Falcons)

Tyler HHuskies

Summer Updates
MS150 Bike Ride – by Austin A.
In June I went on a bike ride to help support ms. The 
bike ride was extremely challenging but it felt great 
to finish. It took place over 2 days and went for 150 
miles. I am glad that I did it and am planning on 
doing it again. 

************************************

There and Back Again: A CIT’s Tale 
By: Paul R
Many Point Scout Camp holds a special place in any 
scout’s heart. Once you have been there, a part of 
you will always be there. As a CIT (Counselor in 
Training) you learn many things about being a staff 
at Many Point. You spend 1 week in each of the 4 
camps: Buckskin, Flintlock, Ten Chiefs, and 
Voyager plus 1 week of training. You learn many 
scouting skills, can earn some of your own merit 
badges and you learn a lot about yourself. The 
funnest thing was teaching merit badges to scouts 
who came from as far away as Norway and New 
Zealand. I would recommend this experience to any 
one in our troop! In order to be a CIT you must be 15 
years old and a 1st Class Scout.  If you are thinking 
about being a CIT next year, please contact me and I 
can tell you more about my experiences. 

Acronym Reference

APC Annual Planning Conference
APL Assistant Patrol Leader
ASM Assistant Scoutmaster
ASPL Assistant Senior Patrol Leader
BOR Board of Review
COH Court of Honor
FOS Friends of Scouting
JASM Junior Assistant Scoutmaster
JLT Junior Leader Training
OA Order of the Arrow
PL Patrol Leader
PLC Prairie Lutheran Church
SM Scoutmaster
SPL Senior Patrol Leader



Upcoming Events –September/October

Calendar and Bulletin Board Information
[clip and save this handy reference page]

Bulletin Board

The Reconnaissanceis a monthly publication of 
Boy Scout Troop 695 which is chartered 
through:

Prairie Lutheran Church
11000 Blossom Road

Eden Prairie, MN  55344

Scoutmaster: Joe Polta 952-974-0264

Committee Chair: Jessica Poirier 952-934-8567

ReconnaissanceEditor:
Kelly Schwab (952) 949-0705

Email: kelly.schwab@comcast.net

Troop Web Page: www.troop695.org

Advancement Contacts
• Merit Badge Counselor 

Coordinator – Diane 
Grunewald

• Boards of Review or 
Advancement – Mike Toay

• Eagle Boards of Review –
Bill Brown

Contact information can be found 
in your Roster.

The Merit Badge Sign-Up book 
can be found by the “Ships” at 
each meeting.

Reconnaissance Articles
Articles for the next issue of this 
newsletter are due to Kelly 
Schwab no later than Sunday, 
September 28!  Please e-mail 
your articles to her at 
kelly.schwab@comcast.net. 

Reconnaissanceon the Web
The latest issue of the 
Reconnaissance is always 
available online on our Troop 
695 website.  Visit 
www.troop695.organd click on 
the “Newsletter” link in the left 
side column.

Reconnaissancearticles dueSept 28

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Sept 16

Troop CampoutTBD

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Oct 28

No Troop Meeting; 
PLC Meeting (6:00pm); Committee Meeting (6:30pm); 
ASM Meeting (7:00pm)

Oct 14

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)Oct 2

No Troop Meeting; 
PLC Meeting (6:00pm); Committee Meeting (6:30pm); 
ASM Meeting (7:00pm)

Sept 23

Court of Honor (6:30pm)Sept 30

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Oct 21

Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm)Oct 7

Troop CampoutSept 19-20

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Sept 9

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)Sept 4

Troop and Parents’ Meetings (6:30pm)Sept 2


