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Friends of Scouting Campaign- by Jeff Shawd, 
Fundraising and Finance Chair

Friends of Scouting Campaign Wraps Up

This is the final month for the troop's Friends of 
Scouting campaign. If you have not already done so, 
please return your pledge cards to me, by either 
placing them in the Ship or mailing them to my home 
address.

We still have a long ways to go to meet our goal from 
the Mustang District, so every bit helps.

Thanks for your support.
Jeff Shawd

March Activities
Theme:  Merit Badge Madness

Mar 3 Merit Badge Madness & Parents Meeting (6:30p) -New Scout Night

Mar 10 Merit Badge Madness (6:30pm)

Mar 17 Merit Badge Madness (6:30pm)

Mar 20-22 Merit Badge Badness Weekend –The Amazing Race!

Mar 24 Troop Court of Honor (6:30pm)

Order of the Arrow Update – by Mr. Wiig

District Order of the Arrow meetings are now the 
1st/3rd Sundays of the month from 1-5PM. We 
meet at All Saints Lutheran Church in Minnetonka. 
Please come help plan conclaves, design and make 
regalia for ceremonies, etc. If you have questions 
ask Mr. Wiig. 

****************************************
Those interested in helping with Order of the 
Arrow, until further notice, suspending our regular 
first Thursday Roundtable meeting, instead 
replacing it with meetings on the 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of the month from 1-5pm at All Saints 
Lutheran Church. There, we will be primarily 
working on getting ready for Arrow of Light 
ceremonies and the District wide crossover 
conclave this April. Anyone wanting to assist or 
needing a ride see Mr. Wiig.
Order of the Arrow Winter winter banquet is 
February 7. It starts with registration at 4:30PM, 
dinner at 6:00PM. Right now it will cost $30.00 or 
$35.00 at the door. Many door prizes to be given 
away. Hope you can make it. Check:  
http://oa.nsbsa.org/Forms/2009WinterBanquetFlyer
.pdf for all the details.

Scouts in the News
At the MN state high school Nordic ski meet Chris M came 
in 45th and Jake B came in 53rd. Chris skis for EP and 
Jake for Minnehaha. 



Leadership Reports
Scoutmaster’s Corner – Joe Polta
A Scout is friendly. Scouts, this month we welcome 
a new patrol of Scouts to our troop. It's your job to 
remember that second point of the Scout Law, and be 
a friend to these new Scouts. Make them feel 
welcome. Show them around. Answer their 
questions. This sets a good example for your 
parents.

Parents, in the same way it's your job to make our 
new Scouts' parents feel welcome.
Show them around. Answer 
their questions. This sets a 
good example for 
our sons.

I'm proud to be your Scoutmaster.

ASPL – Reed Q
It’s Merit Badge Madness time!!!
This is a great opportunity to 
complete a lot of merit badges and 
it’s a lot of fun, too. Please let me know 
if you need help with your requirements or call me if 
you have any questions. Our Merit Badge Madness 
Weekend is March 20 – 22. Are you ready to 
compete in The Amazing Race? See you there!

******************************************
Den Chief – Cody M
This month my Den Chief duties included helping 
out with Pack 422’s Blue and Gold Banquet. The 
banquet was held on Friday, February 20th at Chapel 
Hill Academy in Chanhassen. I helped with the table 
set-up, and the Arrow of Light ceremony and putting 
everything away at the end of the banquet. It was a 
lot of fun working with the Cub Scouts. They are a 
great group of boys.

Knife & Axe Instructor – Desmond M
Knifes and Axes are good things to have on a camp-
out for dealing with wood and other various objects. 
Some things you should know before dealing with an 
knife or axe. Knives and axes are very sharp tools 
used for cutting. Here are some guide lines for a safe 
use of an axe. Things you should wear while 
handling an axe: safe close toed shoes. You should 
also have spotted a safe area to cut with the axe. You 
should have pants on ( preferred ) and hand gloves. 

Knives are a little more useful when dealing with 
small objects. Hear are some do’s and don’ts to help 
you use a safe and efficient way to cut. Do’s: keep 
blade closed except when using it, cut away from 
yourself, keep your knife sharpened and clean. 
Don’ts: don’t carry knife with blade open, don’t 
throw knife, don’t cut toward yourself, also you 
should be in a safe zone where there’s minimum 
people.
These knife and axe guide lines are to prevent and 
minimize the possibility of getting an injury. 

SPL Scratch – Paul R.
Hello Troop 695 and a special welcome to 
any new Boy Scouts crossing over to our troop. We 
had a group of scouts and parents attend a Blue and 
Gold Dinner at St. Andrews church last Friday and 
we there is a good group of new scouts who have 
indicated their desire to cross over to join 695! We 
have to keep up the interest in new scouts joining us 
for future leadership. We are now in the beginning 
stages of Merit Badge Madness that will culminate in 
the weekend of March 20th. I will be 
happy to help the younger scouts
achieve their goals. .

March Court of Honor
Remember to bring treats for the Court of Honor 
March 24th.

Healthy snacks are best: cut up fruit, veggies & dip, 
bars, chips, pretzels etc. and drinks.
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Class B Shirts Available

Class B scout shirts are in stock and available for 
$10.00 each. Shirts can be ordered in Small, Med,  
Large or XL. Payment can be made by check made 
out to Troop 695 or your payment can be deducted 
from your scout account. If you are interested in 
ordering a class B shirt. Please email Mary 
Munkvold at Munkvold1@hotmail.com. Please 
indicate size and type of payment. 



Upcoming Events – March/April

Calendar and Bulletin Board Information
[clip and save this handy reference page]

Bulletin Board

The Reconnaissanceis a monthly publication of 
Boy Scout Troop 695 which is chartered 
through:

Prairie Lutheran Church
11000 Blossom Road

Eden Prairie, MN  55344

Scoutmaster: Joe Polta 952-974-0264

Committee Chair: Jessica Poirier 952-934-8567

ReconnaissanceEditor:
Kelly Schwab (952) 949-0705

Email: kelly.schwab@comcast.net

Troop Web Page: www.troop695.org

Contact information can be found 
in your Roster.

The Merit Badge Sign-Up book 
can be found by the “Ships” at 
each meeting.

Reconnaissance Articles
Articles for the next issue of this 
newsletter are due to Kelly 
Schwab no later than Sunday, 
March 22!  Please e-mail your 
articles to her at 
kelly.schwab@comcast.net. 

Reconnaissanceon the Web
The latest issue of the 
Reconnaissance is always 
available online on our Troop 
695 website.  Visit 
www.troop695.organd click on 
the “Newsletter” link in the left 
side column.

Troop Meeting or Patrol Night (6:30p)Apr 28

Reconnaissancearticles due to Kelly SchwabApr 26

Spring 2009 – Leader Specific TrainingApr 25

No Troop Meeting; PLC Meeting (6:30pm); Committee Meeting 
(6:30pm); ASM Meeting (7:00pm)

Apr 21

Troop CampoutApr 17-19

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Apr 14

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)Apr 2

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)Apr 7

Merit Badge Madness Weekend – The Amazing Race!Mar 20-22

More Merit Badge Madness – Session 3 Merit Badges Meet 
(6:30pm) – New Scout Night & Parents Meeting

Mar 3

Troop Court of Honor – run by the PiratesMar 24

Reconnaissancearticles due to Kelly SchwabMar 22

More Merit Badge MadnessMar 17

More Merit Badge MadnessMar 10


