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May Activities
Theme:  Hiking & Fishing by the Panthers

May 2 Kevin Thomsen’s Eagle COH (2:00pm)

May 5 Troop & Parents Meetings (6:30p)

May 9 Viking Leadership Training (8am-2pm)

May 12 Troop Meeting (6:30pm)
Kyle Kronlokken’s Eagle COH (7:00pm)

May 15-17 Troop Campout 

May 19 No Troop Meeting; PLC Meeting (6:30pm); 
Committee Meeting (6:30pm); ASM Meeting (7:00pm) 

May 26 Troop & Parents Meetings (6:30pm)

Troop Communication Survey

In the spirit of continuous improvement, we are asking our readers 
for feedback on their preferences for troop communications.  Please 
provide answers to the following 3 questions to Jeff Shawd.  You
may either email your feedback to Jeff at jeffshawd@msn.com or 
record your feedback on this page and place a copy in Andrew 
Shawd’s ship.

1. I get the information I need about the troop activities from:
• attending the monthly parent meeting 
• troop website 
• troop newsletter 
• other (please explain)

2. Regarding the troop newsletter, do you think it would be 
beneficial for the troop to mail the newsletter to each troop 
family?   Yes or No 

3. I would read the newsletter:
• in addition to the information that is on the troop website; 
• instead of the online version of the newsletter; or 
• I would not read the newsletter

Eagle Courts of Honor

Kevin Thomsen’s
Eagle Court of Honor 
will be held at 
2:00pm on 
Saturday, 
May 2nd, at 
Prairie Lutheran 
Church.

Kyle Kronlokken’s
Eagle Court of Honor 
will be held at 7:00pm 
on Tuesday May 12, at Prairie 
Lutheran Church.  Reception 
following the ceremony



Leadership Reports
Scoutmaster’s Corner – Joe Polta
As you advance through the ranks, your Scoutmaster 
Conferences tend to get longer and longer -- because, as you 
mature and take on more responsibility, we have more to talk 
about. Tenderfoot? It takes 5 - 10 minutes. First Class? 20 
minutes. Life? About 45 minutes.

BUT -- your Eagle Scoutmaster Conference should take only 30 
seconds, because by the time you schedule it with me, it should 
be obvious that you're ready to take on the obligations of an 
Eagle Scout. Sometimes it takes an hour to prove that to 
me. Sometimes, the Scout has to come back in a few months, 
after he has truly proved himself.

So, what can you do to have a 30-second Scoutmaster 
Conference? Here are some examples: 
* appear regularly at meetings and campouts
* work -- and then succeed -- at encouraging your peers -- the 
other "older guys" -- to attend meetings and campouts
* make a habit of showing leadership at those meetings and 
campouts, whether it's your assigned job or not
* make a habit of showing an attitude of helpfulness and service
* exceed the minimum requirements by a comfortable margin
* make a habit of taking on more than your fair share

Those who are truly "Eagle material" do all of those things. I 
shouldn't have to count days or merit badges, just to verify that 
someone has met the absolute minimum. Impress me. Come to 
me with a sash full of badges, and leadership assignment on top 
of leadership assignment, and an unquestionable record of 
loyalty and service (because you are always there for your troop).

Statistically, about 25% of Troop 695 Scouts have it in 
them. Nationally, 2 - 4% of Scouts earn the Eagle rank. Getting 
Eagle is hard. Not getting Eagle is easy. Lots of Troop 695 
Scouts want to work hard.

This would be a good place to put in a few words about how 
Eagle is not the end of the trail. On the contrary, it's where 
things really get interesting -- where you can plot your own 
course for adventure, truly lead the troop. Unfortunately, some 
people think Eagle is the end of the trail, and they show it by 
disappearing as soon as they've "used" the troop for their service 
project. A Scout is loyal, right?

What's it going to be for you -- 30 seconds?

Make me proud.

ASPL – Brandon S
As ASPL sometimes I have to 
step in as SPL if Dan isn’t at the 
meeting. For this month I had to 
be SPL for a meeting and the campout 
as well as being the one who had to take the first 
years on the traditional hike for their first campout. 
The cobras and timber wolves put on an amazing 
campout with a water balloon slingshot (personally 
aimed at the three stooges), a successful service 
project where we raked gravel and cleaned out 
erosion stoppers, and a very interesting campfire 
that consisted of songs, skits, the Billy Story , and 
the all time favorite I’ve Come to Marry the 
Princess, starring Josh B and Mitch B. Over all, I 
think the month was a great success.

*************************************

Librarian – Brian M
This is Brian Madsen and I'm the new librarian. 
Please bring all your unneeded merit badge books 
to me as soon as possible. I will be reorganizing the 
library and I need all of the books. Thanks for your 
help.

SPL Scratch – Dan P.
This is your troop 695 SPL Dan P.  I couldn't make 
it to this month's campout, but I hear that it was 
really fun, and we did a good job of welcoming our 
first years.  Unfortunately, we had to spend 
valuable PLC time to clean out the patrol boxes 
from the campout.  Know that this will not happen 
again.  We have recently started to use the troops 
new phone tree.  In case the message hasn't gotten 
out yet, we are doing church cleanup on April 28th.  
I would like the names of the current patrol leaders 
for every patrol.  We're looking forward to 
backpacking, hiking, and fishing during may.  Your 
Scoutmaster's minute (paraphrased): Listen to me.  
I know what I'm talking about.  
I'm Dan P, and I approve 
this message.



Sea Base Photos
Cooking Instructor – Desmond M

Safety for Cooking

Cooking is a very skillful tool for preparing 
wondrous dishes for the family and friends. But 
it also involves measures of safety that should 
be taken before making and creating dishes. 

• Always stay around the stove while 
cooking especially when frying dishes.

• Keep things that are flammable at least 
three feet away from the stove  

• Before cooking you should wear loose 
clothes. If clothes catch on fire you should 
STOP DROP and ROLL. Cool the burned 
area with cool water, seek medical 
attention if needed.

• Keep younger inexperience scouts away 
from the stove when cooking also keep an 
eye on them.

• You should store knives and other sharp 
objects away from inexperience scouts.

• Post emergency numbers in visible areas. 
• With these tips you should have a safe and 

fun experience in the field of cooking.

Leadership Reports



Sea Base 2009
Day 1:   Our departure from the Minneapolis airport at 3:15 pm 
started out smooth, but quickly deteriorated as it does many 
times when traveling by air.  After boarding the plane, the 
Captain informed us that the hydraulic system was broken and 
needed repair (where is Mr. Halpin when you need him?)  It’s a 
good thing we had a three hour layover in Memphis on our way 
to Fort Lauderdale, or we would have missed our connection.  
We finally ended up at our hotel at 12:30 am and we were 
asleep by 1:30.

Day 2:   After dragging everyone out of bed, breakfast was at 
McDonalds.  We had a 3 hour drive in front of us to arrive at 
Sea Base.  Along the way we stopped at a Subway and proved 
that with 14 scouts ordering Subway is not necessarily Fast 
Food.  We also stopped along the way for fishing licenses we 
would need.  Despite having very explicit instructions that Sea 
Base was immediately after mile marker 24, we drove right past 
our turn (its not marked very well at all.  Finally we made it. 
After unloading our gear we headed directly for swim 
qualifications.  Everyone passed and we then became 
acquainted with our snorkel gear which we would use on 
numerous occasions during the week.  Later that evening we 
had free time (basketball, volleyball, Frisbee), dinner, a 
campfire, and an introduction to Sea Base video.  Apparently, 
everyone was tired because at lights out at 11:00 everyone was 
quiet and went to sleep quickly.

Day 3:  The alarm went off at 7:10 am so we could be ready for 
flag raising at 7:50.  Today was our day to go sailing.  Breakfast 
was sausage and gravy (is this a good idea just before getting in 
a rocking boat?).  We divided into 2 crews of 7 people – each 
crew would have its own sailboat.  After arriving at the sailboat, 
one crew quickly hoisted a pirate flag.  Both crews received 
instruction on how to sail and by midday were sailing without 
assistance from the Captain.   The crews sailed out to a spot 
where they could snorkel and were able to swim with and see 
sharks, yellow tail, barracuda, parrot fish, and grouper.  On the 
trip home, Dolphins came right up to the boat and traveled with 
us for several minutes.  Some of the scouts got too much sun 
and were sunburned.  We also had a buoy rodeo contest to see 
who could jump from the boat with a buoy between their legs 
and stay on the longest.  Brandon Schwab at 11 seconds was 
our best.  After dinner we went Kayaking and saw horseshoe 
crabs and flying fish- one almost hit Mr, Beauchamp.

Day 4:   Fishing Day- We set out in our 2 crews in 2 Fishing 
Boats.  The water was calm at first but soon turned very 
choppy.   Just holding on in the large swells was a challenge.  
Because of the conditions, 5 of us got sea sick and were 
hanging over the side of the boat feeding the fish.  Because of 
the seasickness, we moved to some more protected areas and 
caught some yellow tail snappers, grouper and a dolphin fish.

We had lunch, went for a swim, and then did some more 
fishing.  Toward the end of the afternoon, the boat took us to an 
island named Munson.  This was where we would be camping 
that night.  We waded ashore (approximately 150 yards) with 
our gear in Dry Bags.  The wading was fine for most of us, but 
over Reece’s head part of the time.  For dinner we ate our Fish 
that we had caught along with Rice and fruit cocktail.  We had 
very friendly Deer and Raccoon that occupied our camp area 
and came within feet of us.  That evening we toured Munson 
Island (150 acres).  Later we had a campfire and everyone slept 
well with the sound of the wind and the surf in the background.

Day 5:    Breakfast was pancakes and fried sliced Spam.  After 
breakfast we did a service project collecting trash that had 
washed ashore and pushing seaweed up on the bank of the 
beach.  After the service project we went for a Kayaking trip 
around the Island and Kayaked right up to a nurse shark.  After 
lunch, we waded back out to an awaiting boat that took us back 
to base camp.  After returning we were able to shower – wow 
did that feel good, and then had free time until dinner.  After 
Dinner we went to a nearby bridge and fished until well past 
dark.  The bait fish we used to fish with are called Ballyoo.  
Several of the scouts took pleasure in biting off the heads of the 
bait fish –Ugh!

Day 6:  This day was a day of sightseeing at the City of Key 
West.  We toured the City and a Fort.  We spent the day seeing 
the sights, watching street performers, and doing a lot of 
walking.  We had dinner in town before returning to Base 
Camp.

Day 7:  Originally, this day was scheduled to be a snorkeling 
day on a reef.  Unfortunately the winds had come up a bunch 
and we were not able to do that activity.  Instead we took the 
boats out to some cool islands with a swimming lagoon and an 
area for jumping/diving into the lagoon.  We had a great time 
and even got some snorkeling in.  After we returned to base 
camp, all the troops in attendance competed in some games 
before dinner.

Day 8:  Time to head home leaving behind the 90 degree 
weather, arriving back to snow and 37 degrees.
We had a great time and I highly recommend others go on this 
trip.  If you want to know more talk to any of the below scouts 
that went on this trip:

Niko B
Josh B
Reece H
Cody H
Brandon S
Spencer T
Jared Z
Brian M
Mitchell B



Scouting News
National Jamboree – by Erich Schwab

The National Jamboree is a gathering of scouts from 
all over the country held every 4 years, and the 2010 
Jamboree will be extra special as it marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America. Northern 
Star Council is planning to take at least 10 “troops”
of 36 Scouts and 4 Scouters to this Jamboree, and I 
will be going as one of the volunteer troop 
leaders. The location will be Fort A.P. Hill in 
Virginia, south of Washington D.C., and several 
Troop 695 scouts have already expressed interest in 
going.

The Jamboree will be July 26th through August 4th 
2010.  The Northern Star Contingent will plan to do 
some sightseeing on the way there and back again, 
which usually extends the trip by three to four days 
on both ends of the actual Jamboree.  The all-
expenses included trip cost is estimated at $2250.

If you are interested in going, visit the Northern Star 
Council’s 2010 Jamboree link at 
http://www.northernstarbsa.org/ActivitiesCivicServi
ce/National/Jamboree.aspxfor more information and 
how to register, or feel free to contact me.
Erich Schwab, Troop 695 ASM
erich.schwab@comcast.net
612-720-6326

Camp Sites
Just a friendly reminder: If your patrol needs a 
campsite in the Three Rivers Park district, 
reservations for the current year start the first day of 
regular business of that calendar year. State park 
reservations, and Council camp reservations can be 
made 1 year ahead on dates needed.

Order of the Arrow
Here are some upcoming OA service weekends, 
please consider attending.

FC Andersen Service Weekend
May 29 - 31 2009

Phillippo Service Weekend
May 1 - 3 2009

Rum River Service Weekend
May 9 2009 

Mustang Fall Conclave:
Sep 18-20 7:00 to 8:30 PM Stearns Camp (Heritage 
Lodge) 

Section C-1A Conclave Section C-1A Conclave 
Event Date September 11-13, 2009 Location Fort 
Sisseton State Park Sisseton, South Dakota

Some of our scouts are members or the Eden Prairie 
High School Concert Choir. If you have the time, 
here are some upcoming concerts.

May 12
7:30pm
Cantare Concert
Orchestra Hall

May 19
7:00 pm
Spring Choral Concert
Wooddale Church



Troop Leaders

Will JBobcats

Evan F
Andrew S

Junior Asst Scoutmaster

OpenKnots

Reece H

Cory K

Flaming Arrows

Troop Guides

Paul HPanthers

Jared ZFire Safety

OpenCooking

Ben PFirst Aid

Luke BQuartermaster

Tyler SScribe

Michael WChaplain’s Aide

Dan JBugler

OpenOA Representative

Brian MLibrarian

OpenKnife/Axe Safety

Cody HCamping

Instructors

Patrol Leaders

Troop Positions (new leaders as of March 24)
Dan PSenior Patrol Leader

Ryan H

Brandon S

Spencer T

Asst Sr. Patrol Leaders

Henry THistorian

Josiah JTigers

Mitch BTimberCobras

Nate BScorpions

Cody HThundering Dragons

Jake BPirates (Bald Eagles/Falcons)

Paul KronlokkenFlaming Arrows

Ellen HoerleCOH Programs

Diane GrunewaldMerit Badge Counselor Coord.

Mike MadsenPanthers

Aarne Rairamo
Boon Tan
Mike Hoerle

Quartermaster

Mike WiigOrder of the Arrow

Mike WiigCamping

John LewisActivities Chair

Doug McKenneyWebmaster

Kelly SchwabNewsletter

Karen ZemlinTroopmaster/Roster

Karen PoltaMedical Forms

Records Chair

Anne KollmeyerGoals

Christy JohnsonCOH Scheduling

Mike ToayBOR Scheduling

Bill Brown
Mike Toay

Scorpions

Nancy MadsenAdvancement Chair

Craig Beveroth
Boon Tan
Mark Fairbrother
Don Qually

Pirates

Carina SmithFundraising

Jeff ShawdFinance Chair

Bob OlsonTreasurer/Scout Acct

John LewisCheck Writer

Jeff ShawdCommittee Chair

Troop Committee

Patrol Coaches

Adult Leaders
Joe PoltaScoutmaster

Mark Jennen
Derrick Poirier
Mark Donahoe

Thunder Dragons

Burt Boudreaux
Erich Schwab

Mark Kronlokken
Paul Rosol

TimberCobras

John Beauchamp
Derrick Poirier

Bobcats

Doug McKenney 
Erich Schwab

Tigers

Class B Shirts Available

Class B scout shirts are in stock and available for $10.00 each.
Shirts can be ordered in Small, Med,  Large or XL. Payment 
can be made by check made out to Troop 695 or your payment 
can be deducted from your scout account. If you are interested 
in ordering a class B shirt. Please email Mary Munkvold at 
Munkvold1@hotmail.com. Please indicate size and type of 
payment. 



Upcoming Events –May/June

Calendar and Bulletin Board Information
[clip and save this handy reference page]

Bulletin Board

The Reconnaissanceis a monthly publication of 
Boy Scout Troop 695 which is chartered 
through:

Prairie Lutheran Church
11000 Blossom Road

Eden Prairie, MN  55344

Scoutmaster: Joe Polta 952-974-0264

Committee Chair: Jessica Poirier 952-934-8567

ReconnaissanceEditor:
Kelly Schwab (952) 949-0705

Email: kelly.schwab@comcast.net

Troop Web Page: www.troop695.org

Contact information can be found 
in your Roster.

The Merit Badge Sign-Up book 
can be found by the “Ships” at 
each meeting.

Reconnaissance Articles
Articles for the next issue of this 
newsletter are due to Kelly 
Schwab no later than Sunday, 
May 24!  Please e-mail your 
articles to her at 
kelly.schwab@comcast.net. 

Reconnaissanceon the Web
The latest issue of the 
Reconnaissance is always 
available online on our Troop 
695 website.  Visit 
www.troop695.organd click on 
the “Newsletter” link in the left 
side column.

Black Hills High AdventureJune 27-
July 3

Fundraiser: Eden Prairie Jazz FestivalJune 14

Mustang District Roundtable – District Steak FryJune 4

Troop Court of Honor (6:30pm)June 2

Boy Scout Outdoor Leader Training – Rum River CampMay 2

Troop & Parents Meeting (6:30pm)May 26

Reconnaissancearticles due to Kelly SchwabMay 24

No Troop Meeting; PLC Meeting (6:30pm); Committee Meeting 
(6:30pm); ASM Meeting (7:00pm)

May 19

Troop Campout – Hiking and Fishing (TBD)May 15-17

Troop Meeting (6:30pm)
Kyle Kronlokken’s Eagle Court of Honor (7pm)

May 12

Roundtable and OA Meeting (7pm at Christ Presbyterian in Edina)May 7

Troop & Parents Meeting (6:30pm)May 5

Kevin Thomsen Eagle Court of Honor (2pm)May 2


